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Statement on Congressional Action on Digital Millennium Copyright

Legislation
October 12, 1998

I am pleased that the Congress has passed
the “Digital Millennium Copyright Act.” This
bill will implement the two new landmark World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) trea-
ties that my administration negotiated. These
treaties will provide clear international standards
for intellectual property protection in the digital
environment and protect U.S. copyrighted
works, musical performances, and sound record-
ings from international piracy.

American  copyright-based industries that
produce and promote creative and high-tech-
nology products contribute more than $60 bil-
lion annually to the balance of U.S. trade. This
bill will extend intellectual protection into the
digital era while preserving fair use and limiting
infringement liability for providers of basic com-
munication services. I look forward to signing
this legislation into law, and I urge the Senate
to ratify these treaties so that America can con-
tinue to lead the world in the information age.

Remarks at a Reception for Senatorial Candidate Charles E. Schumer in

New York City
October 12, 1998

Thank you very much. What a gift—thank
you. Now you all have us in the right frame
of mind. Let me say to all of you, I thank
you for the warm welcome. I thank Iris and
Jessica and Alison and all of Chuck’s and Iris’
family for being here. And I thank you for being
part of Chuck’s family at this important time.

I'm delighted to have the chance to be here
with a number of distinguished New Yorkers,
and I just want to mention a few. First I'd
like to thank Gerry Ferraro and Mark Green
for being here and showing their support. It
means a great deal to me to see them put the
profoundly important issue of this Senate seat
first and their concern for the people of New
York first. I'll never forget it, and I hope none
of you do as well.

I'd like to welcome City Councilman Tony
Weiner, the successor to Chuck Schumer in the
United States Congress, for being here. And
I don’t want any of you to forget how terribly
important it is to reelect our wonderful State
comptroller, Carl McCall, who is also here.
Thank you very much, Carl. Our candidate for
attorney general, Eliot Spitzer, who’s here; thank
you, Eliot, for being here.

I told Eliot earlier tonight that’s the best job
I ever had. [Laughter] When I was attorney
general, I didn’t have to hire people or fire

them, appoint people or disappoint them, raise
taxes or cut spending, and if I did the first
thing unpopular, I could always blame it on
the Constitution. [Laughter] But it really matters
who has the job, and I hope you'll help him.
Thank you for being here, Eliot.

I'd like to welcome Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent Virginia Fields, Assemblyman Robert Ra-
mirez, and City Councilmen Walter McCaffrey
and Ken Fisher—all of them. Thank you all
for being here. And I know our State party
chair, Judith Hope, is here, and I want to thank
her for the wonderful job she’s done for New
York.

Now, I told Chuck Schumer when he decided
to take on this Herculean task that if he ever
needed anybody to fill in for him, just to call
me, and I'd try to do it. [Laughter] So here
I am.

I want to say I've been a little bit amused
by some of the things that have been said in
this Senate race, including, apparently, the con-
tention that Mr. Schumer doesn’t have a good
voting record in the Congress. And I don’t see
how any Republican could criticize any Demo-
crat for not voting in Congress this year. I mean,
this Congress has worked fewer days than any
Congress I can remember. It’s the first Congress
in 24 years not to pass a budget resolution.
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